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FILING QUALIFICATIONS: The prior application must be a nonprovisional application that is either: 
(1) complete as defined by 37 C.F.R. 1.51(b), or (2) the national stage of an international application in 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371. A Notice will be placed on a patent issuing from a CPA, except for 
reissues and designs, to the effect that the patent issued on a CPA and is subject to the twenty-year 
patent term provisions of 35 USC 154(a)(2). Therefore, the prior application of a CPA may have been 
filed before, on or after June 8, 1995. 

C-l-P NOT PERMITTED: A continuation-in-part application cannot be filed as a CPA under 37 C.F.R. 
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1.53(b) must be used to file a continuation, divisional or continuation-in-part of an application that is 
not to be abandoned. 
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confidentiality by the Applicant under 35 U.S.C. 122 to the extent that any member of the public who is 
entitled under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.14 to access to, copies of, or information concerning, the 
prior application may be given similar access to, copies of, or similar information concerning, the other 
application or application in the file jacket. 

35 U.S.C. 120 STATEMENT: In a CPA, no reference to the prior application is needed in the first 
sentence of the specification and none should be submitted. If a sentence referencing the prior 
application is submitted, it will not be entered. A request for a CPA is the specific reference required 
by 35 U.S.C. 120 and to every application assigned the application number identified in such request, 
37 C.F.R. 1.78(a). 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 
Douglas P. Marquis 

Serial No.: 08/884,146 

Filed: June 27, 1997 

For: FOOD PREPORTIONING BAG 



Group Art Unit: 1761 
Examiner: S. Weinstein 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
In the Claims: 



Please cancel claims 1-5. 

Please add the following new claims 6-9: 
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6. A preportioning bag used in food operations wherein a bulk food supply is 
divided into portions of smaller size, individual portions are located in a bag, and the bag 
is closed for use at a later date, said bag defining exposed side walls, and printing on at 
least one side wall, said printing comprising a plurality of separate printed blocks 
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